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Toyota to Add Simulated Sounds & Manual Transmission to EVs 

 

Thursday, June 29, 2023. 

 

Electric vehicles (EVs) have undoubtedly transformed the automotive landscape, 

offering eco-friendly and efficient transportation options. However, for many die-hard 

car enthusiasts, the absence of traditional engine noise has left a void in the driving 

experience. Recognizing this concern, Toyota is poised to tackle the issue head-on by 

introducing simulated engine sounds and a virtual manual transmission to their 

upcoming lineup of sporty EVs. 

The Quest for an Authentic Driving Experience 

In a recent interview with Autocar magazine, Akio Toyoda, the former chairman of 

Toyota, revealed the company's plans to replicate the complete experience of driving a 

gas-powered car, minus the exhaust fumes. Toyota has already embarked on the 

development of a fully electric sports car that promises to mimic the sensations and 

sounds of its combustion engine counterparts. Test drivers will have the pleasure of 
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hearing the revving engine noise, maneuvering through simulated gears, and even 

operating a clutch pedal. 

It's important to note that these additions will be purely simulated. Electric vehicles 

typically operate on a direct drive setup, delivering torque directly to the wheels 

without the need for traditional transmissions. In fact, EVs are notoriously quiet, 

necessitating the inclusion of artificial sound generators to alert pedestrians and fellow 

drivers to their presence. Consequently, Toyota's simulated transmission will not be 

physically connected to the drivetrain, and the engine noise will be generated by clever 

programming and engineering finesse. 

Simulated Realism: Engineering the Perfect Blend of Sound and Sensation 

While technical specifications for Toyota's forthcoming EV sports car remain 

undisclosed, it is highly likely that the vehicle will leverage their revolutionary 600-mile 

battery technology, which was recently announced. With the brand aiming to launch 

this exciting EV within the next three years, automotive enthusiasts can look forward to 

hitting the roads in a manual-transmission-equipped electric vehicle that is sure to turn 

heads by 2026. 

Toyota's innovative approach to enhancing the driving experience of EVs marks a 

significant milestone in the industry's evolution. By addressing the concerns of car 

enthusiasts yearning for the visceral feel and sound of a traditional sports car, Toyota is 

bridging the gap between old and new technologies. This endeavor serves as a 

testament to the company's commitment to innovation and its dedication to meeting 

the diverse needs and desires of its customer base. 

In conclusion, Toyota's decision to introduce simulated engine noises and a virtual 

manual transmission to their upcoming electric sports car signifies a groundbreaking 

step forward in the realm of EVs. By meticulously crafting an immersive and engaging 

driving experience, Toyota aims to dispel the notion that electric vehicles are devoid of 

excitement. As the automotive landscape continues to evolve, it's exciting to witness 

manufacturers like Toyota pushing boundaries and challenging conventional 

perceptions to redefine the future of transportation. 
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